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(57) ABSTRACT

Flow control can be performed for every piece of end-to-end
traffic. A transmission device includes a reception buffer
which temporarily accumulates received transmission unit
data, a signal generation section configured to generate a
control signal for instructing to stop transmission of transmis-
sion unit data by designating another transmission device
serving as an end point of a transmission side for traffic of the
transmission unit data to be received by its own device as a
transmission destination when an amount of accumulation in
the reception buffer has exceeded a predetermined upper-
limit threshold value, and a transmission section configured
to transmit the control signal.
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TRANSMISSION DEVICE, TRANSMISSION
METHOD AND COMPUTER PROGRAM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to technology for controlling
transmission of a protocol data unit (PDU) such as a packet or
a frame.

BACKGROUND ART

In the related art, technology for performing maintenance
or management using an Ethernet (registered trademark)
operations, administration and maintenance (OAM) frame in
a packet transmission network is proposed (see Patent Docu-
ment 1). In addition, in the packet transmission network,
communication control such as flow control separate from the
above-described maintenance or management is performed.
In particular, flow control is generally used when it is neces-
sary to construct an Ethernet (registered trademark) environ-
ment without packet loss such as a data center or a storage
area network (SAN). When the flow control is performed in
the packet transmission network, control is performed in units
of physical ports, priority groups, or the like.

In the control in units of physical ports, the flow control is
performed in units of physical ports as defined in Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.3. Specifi-
cally, where a capacity sufficient to process traffic does not
remain in a buffer of a reception side, a pause frame is trans-
mitted from a reception side to temporarily stop data trans-
mission of a transmission side. In addition, in the control in
units of priority groups, priority flow control is performed by
assigning the same priority to every piece of traffic within the
same physical port. The priority flow control is defined in
IEEE 802.1Qbb, and an object of the priority flow control is
to secure quality of service (QoS). In the priority flow control,
flow control is executed in independent priority.

DOCUMENTS OF THE PRIOR ART
Patent Documents

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Appli-
cation, First Application No. 2007-536878

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

However, there are the following problems in the flow
control of the related art. In the flow control in units of
physical ports, transmission of all traffic within the same
physical link is temporarily stopped in a physical link accom-
modating a plurality of pieces of traffic when congestion has
occurred in certain traffic. That is, in the flow control in units
of physical ports, a pause frame is transmitted/received in
units of physical links. Thus, when a plurality of pieces of
traffic are included in one port, transmission of all traffic
within the same port is temporarily stopped if congestion
occurs in certain traffic.

In addition, the priority flow control is implemented as flow
control for every 8 priorities. Thus, if congestion has occurred
in certain traffic, transmission of all traffic belonging to the
same priority as the traffic in which the congestion has
occurred is temporarily stopped. In addition, the priority flow
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control is control in units of hops. Thus, in the priority flow
control, separate flow control for traffic between end points is
not implemented.

As described above, if flow control defined by IEEE is used
in a network including a plurality of pieces of traffic, separate
flow control for every piece of traffic is not implemented.

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
described circumstances, and an object of the invention is to
provide technology capable of performing flow control for
every piece of end-to-end traffic.

Means for Solving the Problem

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a transmission device including: a reception buffer
which temporarily accumulates received transmission unit
data; a signal generation section which generates a control
signal for instructing to stop transmission of transmission unit
data by designating another transmission device serving as an
end point of a transmission side for traffic of the transmission
unit data to be received by its own device as a transmission
destination when the amount of accumulation in the reception
buffer has exceeded a predetermined upper-limit threshold
value; and a transmission section which transmits the control
signal.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a transmission method including: a signal genera-
tion step of generating, by a transmission device having a
reception buffer which temporarily accumulates received
transmission unit data, a control signal for instructing to stop
transmission of transmission unit data by designating another
transmission device serving as an end point of a transmission
side for traffic of the transmission unit data to be received by
its own device as a transmission destination when the amount
of accumulation in the reception buffer has exceeded a pre-
determined upper-limit threshold value; and a transmission
step of transmitting, by the transmission device, the control
signal.

According to still another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a computer program for causing a transmis-
sion device having a reception buffer which temporarily accu-
mulates received transmission unit data to execute: a signal
generation step of generating a control signal for instructing
to stop transmission of transmission unit data by designating
another transmission device serving as an end point of a
transmission side for traffic of the transmission unit data to be
received by its own device as a transmission destination when
the amount of accumulation in the reception buffer has
exceeded a predetermined upper-limit threshold value; and a
transmission step of transmitting, by the transmission device,
the control signal.

Effect of the Invention

According to the present invention, flow control can be
performed for every piece of end-to-end traffic.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a system configuration diagram illustrating a
system configuration of a packet transmission system.

FIG. 2A is a diagram schematically illustrating a configu-
ration of a packet transmission device 10 communicably con-
nected to a plurality of packet transmission devices 10.

FIG. 2B is a diagram schematically illustrating a configu-
ration of a packet transmission device 10 communicably con-
nected to one packet transmission device 10 and a plurality of
communication terminals 20.
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FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a specific configuration
example of a packet transmission device.

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a func-
tional configuration of a transmission/reception control sec-
tion.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a specific example of the
format of an OAM frame.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a processing flow when a
reception packet has been received.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a processing flow related
to a monitoring process of a congestion detection section.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a system configuration diagram illustrating a
system configuration of a packet transmission system 1. The
packet transmission system 1 is configured using a plurality
of packet transmission devices 10-1 to 10-8 and a plurality of
communication terminals 20. Each packet transmission
device 10 is wirelessly communicably connected to another
specific packet transmission device, and transmits/receives a
packet. In the case of FIG. 1, the packet transmission devices
10-1,10-2, and 10-4 are wirelessly communicably connected
to the packet transmission device 10-3. In addition, the packet
transmission devices 10-3, 10-5, and 10-6 are wirelessly com-
municably connected to the packet transmission device 10-4.
Inaddition, the packet transmission devices 10-4 and 10-7 are
wirelessly communicably connected to the packet transmis-
sion device 10-5. In addition, the packet transmission devices
10-4 and 10-8 are wirelessly communicably connected to the
packet transmission device 10-6. In addition, a plurality of
communication terminals 20 are communicably connected to
the packet transmission devices 10-1, 10-2, and 10-7.

Traffic is preset in the packet transmission system 1. In the
case of FIG. 1, traffic 31 is set as end-to-end traffic between
the packet transmission devices 10-1 and 10-7. That is, the
traffic 31 is set as traffic that is transmitted from the packet
transmission device 10-1 to the packet transmission device
10-7 viathe packet transmission devices 10-3, 10-4, and 10-5.
In addition, traffic 32 is set as end-to-end traffic between the
packet transmission devices 10-2 and 10-6. That is, the traffic
32 is set as traffic that is transmitted from the packet trans-
mission device 10-2 to the packet transmission device 10-6
via the packet transmission devices 10-3 and 10-4. For
example, data transmitted from the communication terminals
20 is transmitted in the traffic 31 and the traffic 32. In the case
of FIG. 1, a physical link between the packet transmission
devices 10-3 and 10-4 accommodates the traffic 31 and the
traffic 32. As described above, the packet transmission system
1 illustrated in FIG. 1 has a physical link accommodating a
plurality of pieces of traffic.

In the packet transmission system 1, a maintenance entity
group end point (MEP) and a maintenance entity group inter-
mediate point (MIP) of Ethernet (registered trademark) OAM
are set. For example, in the case of FIG. 1, the packet trans-
missiondevices 10-1,10-2,10-6, and 10-7 are set as MEPs. In
addition, the packet transmission devices 10-3, 10-4, and
10-5 are set as MIPs.

Specifically, the same MEP (MEP ID=A) is set for the
packet transmission devices 10-1 and 10-7. In addition, the
same MEP (MEP ID=B) is set for the packet transmission
devices 10-2 and 10-6. In addition, MIPs (MEP ID=A, B) are
set in the packet transmission devices 10-3 and 10-4 located
between MEPs. In addition, MIP (MEP ID=A) is set in the
packet transmission device 10-5 located between MEPs.
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MEPs and MIPs are set as described above, so that a sepa-
rate OAM frame is transmitted along each piece of traffic
between the packet transmission devices 10-1 and 10-7 and
between the packet transmission devices 10-2 and 10-6.

In the packet transmission system 1, a packet transmission
device 10 of a reception side transmits an OAM flow control
frame 61 to a packet transmission device 10 (the packet trans-
mission devices 10-1 and 10-2 in the case of FIG. 1) serving
as an end point of a transmission side when congestion has
occurred in a packet transmission device 10 (the packet trans-
mission devices 10-6 and 10-7 in the case of FIG. 1) of the
reception side set as MEP. In the packet transmission system
1, flow control is implemented by transmission/reception of
the OAM flow control frame 61 as described above. In the
packet transmission system 1, the device serving as the end
point of the transmission side is only the packet transmission
device 10, and the communication terminal 20 that generates
user data does not serve as the end point of the transmission
side.

The configuration of the packet transmission system 1
illustrated in FIG. 1 is only one example. The number of
packet transmission devices 10 provided in the packet trans-
mission system 1, a connection relationship, a traffic path,
and the like may be appropriately changed. In addition, the
packet transmission device 10 to be set as MEP or MIP may
be appropriately changed. In addition, instead of a plurality of
communication terminals 20, one communication terminal
20 may be connected to the packet transmission device 10. In
addition, a packet transmission device, another communica-
tion device, or a communication terminal 20 (not illustrated)
may be further connected to each of the packet transmission
devices 10-1 to 10-8.

FIG. 2A is a diagram schematically illustrating a configu-
ration of a packet transmission device 10 communicably con-
nected to a plurality of packet transmission devices 10. In the
case of FIG. 2A, the packet transmission device 10 includes a
plurality of antenna sections 11, a plurality of transmission/
reception control sections 12, and a relay control section 13.

The antenna section 11 transmits/receives a radio signal
to/from the antenna section 11 of another packet transmission
device 10 wirelessly communicably connected thereto. The
antenna section 11 transmits a packet (hereinafter referred to
as a “transmission packet”) to be transmitted after being
received from the transmission/reception control section 12
to the antenna section 11 of another packet transmission
device 10 wirelessly communicably connected thereto. In
addition, the antenna section 11 receives a packet from the
antenna section 11 of another packet transmission device 10
wirelessly communicably connected thereto, and passes the
packet (hereinafter, the received packet (hereinafter referred
to as a “reception packet”)) to the transmission/reception
control section 12.

The transmission/reception control section 12 determines
a reception packet and performs an OAM process or the like.
Upon receipt of a general packet as the reception packet from
the antenna section 11, the transmission/reception control
section 12 passes the reception packet to the relay control
section 13. The general packet is a packet that is not an OAM
frame, and, for example, is a packet of user data. In addition,
upon receipt of an OAM frame not addressed to its own device
as the reception packet from the antenna section 11, the trans-
mission/reception control section 12 passes the reception
packet to the relay control section 13. In addition, upon
receipt of the transmission packet from the relay control
section 13, the transmission/reception control section 12
transmits the transmission packet via the antenna section 11.
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The relay control section 13 performs a relay process based
on header information and the like for the reception packet
received from the transmission/reception section 12. The
relay process to be performed by the relay control section 13
is implemented using existing technology.

FIG. 2B is a diagram schematically illustrating a configu-
ration of a packet transmission device 10 communicably con-
nected to one packet transmission device 10 and a plurality of
communication terminals 20. In the case of FIG. 2B, the
packet transmission device 10 includes an antenna section 11,
a transmission/reception control section 12, and a relay con-
trol section 14. The configurations of the antenna section 11
and the transmission/reception control section 12 in FIG. 2B
are the same as those of the antenna section 11 and the
transmission/reception control section 12 in FIG. 2A. The
relay control section 14 is different from the relay control
section 13 in that connections to the plurality of communica-
tion terminals 20 are established. The relay control section 14
performs a relay process based on header information and the
like for a packet received from the communication terminal
20. In addition, the relay control section 14 performs a relay
process based on header information and the like for a recep-
tion packet received from the transmission/reception control
section 12. The relay process to be performed by the relay
control section 14 is implemented using existing technology.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a specific configuration
example ofthe packet transmission device 10-3. For example,
as illustrated in FIG. 3, a plurality of antenna sections 11 or
one antenna section 11 may be connected to the transmission/
reception control section 12 of the packet transmission device
10. In the case of FIG. 3, an antenna section 11-1 for wire-
lessly communicating with the packet transmission device
10-1 and an antenna section 11-2 for wirelessly communicat-
ing with the packet transmission device 10-2 are connected to
a transmission/reception control section 12-1 of the packet
transmission device 10-3. In addition, an antenna section 11-3
for wirelessly communicating with the packet transmission
device 10-4 is connected to a transmission/reception control
section 12-2 of the packet transmission device 10-3. Each
antenna section 11 may be configured to wirelessly commu-
nicate with another antenna section 11 disposed facing the
antenna section 11 using radio waves having strong directiv-
ity, for example, such as microwaves.

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a func-
tional configuration of the transmission/reception control
section 12. The transmission/reception control section 12
includes a central processing unit (CPU), a memory, an aux-
iliary storage apparatus, and/or the like connected by a bus,
and executes a transmission/reception control program. The
transmission/reception control section 12 functions as a
device including a packet reception section 121, a packet filter
122, an OAM processing section 123, a transmission control
section 124, a reception packet buffer 125, a congestion
detection section 126, an OAM generation section 127, a
transmission packet buffer 128, and a packet transmission
section 129 by executing the transmission/reception control
program. All or some functions of the transmission/reception
control section 12 may be implemented using hardware such
as an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a pro-
grammable logic device (PLD), and/or a field programmable
gate array (FPGA). The transmission/reception control pro-
gram may be recorded on a computer-readable recording
medium. An example of the computer-readable recording
medium is a flexible disk, a magneto-optical disc, a read only
memory (ROM), a portable medium such as a compact disc-
ROM (CD-ROM), or a storage device such as a hard disk
embedded in a computer system. In addition, all or part of
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hardware such as a CPU or memory provided in the transmis-
sion/reception control section 12 may be shared by the relay
control section 13 or the another transmission/reception con-
trol section 12.

Uponreceipt of a reception packet from the antenna section
11, the packet reception section 121 performs a reception
process and passes the reception packet to the packet filter
122.

The packet filter 122 determines whether or not the recep-
tion packet is an OAM frame. If the reception packet is the
OAM frame, the packet filter 122 passes the reception packet
to the OAM processing section 123. On the other hand, if the
reception packet is not the OAM frame, the packet filter 122
passes the reception packet to the reception packet buffer 125.

Upon receipt of the reception packet from the packet filter,
the OAM processing section 123 determines whether or not
the reception packet (OAM frame) is an OAM flow control
frame 61. If the OAM frame is the OAM flow control frame
61, the OAM processing section 123 passes the OAM flow
control frame 61 to the transmission control section 124. On
the other hand, if the OAM frame is not the OAM flow control
frame 61, the OAM processing section 123 performs an OAM
process based on the OAM frame. The OAM process to be
performed by the OAM processing section 123 is imple-
mented using existing technology.

The transmission control section 124 outputs a transmis-
sion control signal to the transmission packet buffer 128
according to a flow control time set in the OAM flow control
frame 61.

The reception packet buffer 125 buffers the reception
packet received from the packet filter 122. The reception
packet buffer 125 outputs the reception packet to the relay
control section 14 according to a predetermined timing or
control by the relay control section 14.

The congestion detection section 126 monitors the number
of'accumulated packets of the reception packet buffer 125. If
the number of accumulated packets of the reception packet
buffer 125 exceeds a predetermined upper-limit threshold
value, the congestion detection section 126 outputs an OAM
generation control signal for stopping to the OAM generation
section 127. The OAM generation control signal for stopping
is a signal for instructing to generate an OAM flow control
frame 61 for stopping transmission. In addition, if the number
of'accumulated packets of the reception packet buffer 125 is
less than a predetermined lower-limit threshold value, the
congestion detection section 126 outputs an OAM generation
control signal for resumption to the OAM generation section
127. The OAM generation control signal for resumption is a
signal for instructing to generate an OAM flow control frame
61 for transmission resumption. The upper-limit threshold
value and the lower-limit threshold value are appropriately set
by a designer or a manager. For example, the designer or
manager changes the setting of the upper-limit threshold
value or the lower-limit threshold value by operating another
terminal device communicably connected to the packet trans-
mission device 10.

The OAM generation section 127 generates the OAM flow
control frame 61 according to the OAM generation control
signal, and outputs the generated OAM flow control frame 61
to the transmission packet buffer 128.

Ifthe transmission packet is received from the relay control
section 14, the transmission packet buffer 128 buffers the
transmission packet. In addition, if the OAM flow control
frame 61 is received from the OAM generation section 127,
the transmission packet buffer 128 buffers the OAM flow
control frame 61. The transmission packet buffer 128 outputs
the transmission packet or the OAM flow control frame 61
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buffered according to a predetermined rule to the packet
transmission section 129. At this time, the transmission
packet buffer 128 preferentially outputs the OAM flow con-
trol frame 61 rather than the transmission packet to the packet
transmission section 129. In addition, upon receipt of a trans-
mission control signal from the transmission control section
124, the transmission packet buffer 128 stops the output of the
transmission packet to the packet transmission section 129
until a time set in the transmission control signal has elapsed
from when the transmission control signal has been received.
The transmission packet buffer 128 preferentially outputs the
OAM flow control frame 61 to the packet transmission sec-
tion 129 when the OAM flow control frame 61 has been
received from the OAM generation section 127 even before
the time set in the transmission control signal has elapsed
after the transmission control signal has been received. In
addition, the transmission packet buffer 128 resumes the
stopped output of the transmission packet when the transmis-
sion control signal in which the set time is “0” has been newly
received from the transmission control section 124 even
before the time set in the transmission control signal has
elapsed after the transmission control signal has been
received.

The packet transmission section 129 performs a process of
transmitting the transmission packet output by the transmis-
sion packet buffer 208 or the OAM flow control frame 61, and
transmits the transmission packet or the OAM flow control
frame 61 via the antenna section 11.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a specific example of the
format of an OAM frame. A table of the left of FIG. S is a
diagram illustrating the format of a continuity check message
(CCM) frame 51, which is a type of OAM frame. The format
of the CCM frame 51 is defined in International Telecommu-
nication Union Telecommunication Standardization Sector
(ITU-T) G.1731. The table of the right of FIG. 5 is a diagram
illustrating the format of the OAM flow control frame 61. The
CCM frame 51 has a maintenance entity group (MEG) level
(MEL) field, a Version field, an operation code (OpCode)
field, a Flags field, a type, length, and value (TLV) offset field,
a Sequence Number field, an MEP identifier (ID) field, an
MEG ID field, a transmitted frame count in the forward direc-
tion (TxFCf) field, a received frame count in the backward
direction (RxFCb) field, a transmitted frame count in the
backward direction (TxFCb) field, a Reserved field, an End
TLV field, and the like. Among these fields, the Sequence
Number field, the MEP ID field, the MEG ID field, the TxFCf
field, the RxFCb field, the TxFCb field, the Reserved field,
and the End TLV field are collectively referred to as a TLV
field 52.

The OAM flow control frame 61 is configured by adding a
field of flow control information (flow control information
field 62) to the CCM frame 51. For example, the OAM flow
control frame 61 is configured by inserting the flow control
information field 62 into the TLV field 52 of the CCM frame
51. More specifically, the OAM flow control frame 61 is
configured, for example, by inserting the flow control infor-
mation field 62 between the Reserved field and the End TLV
field of the CCM frame 51. The flow control information field
62 has a flow control ID field and a flow control time field. A
predetermined value indicating the OAM flow control frame
61 is set in the flow control ID field. A value indicating a time
for which transmission is stopped is set in the flow control
time field.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are flowcharts illustrating flows of an opera-
tion of the transmission/reception control section 12 of the
packet transmission device 10. FIG. 6 is the flowchart illus-
trating a processing flow when a reception packet has been
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received. In addition, FIG. 7 is the flowchart illustrating a
processing flow related to a monitoring process of the con-
gestion detection section 126. The processes of FIGS. 6 and 7
may be executed in parallel, and the process of FIG. 7 may be
executed after a predetermined process of FIG. 6 (for
example, a reception buffer process of step S103). Hereinat-
ter, the process of the transmission/reception control section
12 will be described using FIGS. 6 and 7.

First, the process illustrated in FIG. 6 will be described. If
the packet reception section 121 receives a reception packet
(step S101), the packet reception section 121 performs a
reception process, and passes the reception packet to the
packet filter 122. Next, the packet filter 122 refers to Ether
Type of a header of the reception packet, and determines
whether or not the reception packet is an OAM frame (step
S102). If the reception packet is not the OAM frame (step
S102-NO), the reception packet buffer 125 buffers the recep-
tion packet and performs a general process (step S103). The
reception packet buffer 125 outputs the reception packet to
the relay control section 14 according to control by the relay
control section 14. If the reception packet is not the OAM
frame, for example, the reception packet may be a packet of
user data or the like. On the other hand, if the reception packet
is the OAM frame (step S102-YES), the packet filter 122
passes the reception packet to the OAM processing section
123 (step S104).

Next, the OAM processing section 123 determines whether
or not the reception packet is the OAM flow control frame 61
(step S105). This process can be executed, for example, as
follows. First, the OAM processing section 123 determines
whether or not the reception packet is the CCM frame 51
based on an OpCode value of the OAM frame. Ifthe reception
packet is not the CCM frame 51, the OAM processing section
123 determines that the reception packet is not the OAM flow
control frame 61. In addition, if the reception packet is the
CCM frame 51, the OAM processing section 123 further
determines whether or not there is a flow control ID. If there
is no flow control ID, the OAM processing section 123 deter-
mines that the reception packet is not the OAM flow control
frame 61. On the other hand, if there is the flow control ID, the
OAM processing section 123 determines that the reception
packet is the OAM flow control frame 61. If the result of the
above-described determination indicates that the reception
packetis not the OAM flow control frame 61 (step S105-NO),
the OAM processing section 123 executes a general OAM
process according to the received OAM frame (step S106).
On the other hand, if the reception packet is the OAM flow
control frame 61 (step S105-YES), the OAM processing sec-
tion 123 passes the OAM flow control frame 61 to the trans-
mission control section 124.

Next, the transmission control section 124 detects a flow
control time set in the TLV field of the OAM flow control
frame 61. The transmission control section 124 generates a
transmission control signal, and transmits the transmission
control signal to the transmission packet butfer 128 by assign-
ing a time set in the flow control time to the transmission
control signal. If the time (flow control time) set in the trans-
mission control signal is “0” (step S107-NO), the transmis-
sion packet buffer 128 resumes the transmission process if the
process of transmitting the transmission packet is stopped and
continues the transmission process if the transmission pro-
cess is performed at that time (step S108). On the other hand,
if the flow control time is greater than “0” (step S107-YES),
the transmission packet buffer 128 continues the transmission
stop if the transmission process is stopped at that time, and
stops the transmission if the transmission process is per-
formed (step S109).
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Next, the process illustrated in FIG. 7 will be described.
First, the congestion detection section 126 determines
whether or not the number of accumulated packets of the
reception packet buffer 125 has exceeded a predetermined
upper-limit threshold value at every predetermined timing
(step S201). The congestion detection section 126 does not
perform a special process if the number of accumulated pack-
ets has not exceeded the predetermined upper-limit threshold
value (step S201-NO). In this case, the reception packet
buffer 125 performs a general process.

On the other hand, if the number of accumulated packets
has exceeded the predetermined upper-limit threshold value
(step S201-YES), the congestion detection section 126 out-
puts an OAM generation control signal for stopping to the
OAM generation section 127. Next, the OAM generation
section 127 receiving the OAM generation control signal for
stop generates an OAM flow control frame 61. At this time,
the OAM generation section 127 sets a value of a transmission
stop time that is greater than “0” (for example, a maximum
value of a settable transmission stop time) in the flow control
time field. The OAM generation section 127 sets all packet
transmission devices 10 serving as the end points of the
transmission side as transmission destinations of the OAM
flow control frame 61 in terms of traffic for which its own
device (packet transmission device 10) serves as the end point
of the reception side. The OAM generation section 127 out-
puts the OAM flow control frame 61 to the transmission
packet buffer 128. Upon receipt of the OAM flow control
frame 61 from the OAM generation section 127, the trans-
mission packet buffer 128 preferentially outputs the OAM
flow control frame 61 to the packet transmission section 129.
The packet transmission section 129 transmits the OAM flow
control frame 61 (step S202). The OAM generation section
127 pre-acquires transmission destinations of the OAM flow
control frame 61 (that is, all packet transmission devices 10
serving as the end points of the transmission side in terms of
traffic for which its own device is the end point of the recep-
tion side) based on header information of the OAM frame or
the reception packet. In addition, the designer, the manager,
orthe like presets traffic for every packet transmission device
10, so that the OAM generation section 127 may acquire the
above-described transmission destinations of the OAM flow
control frame 61 based on content of the setting.

Thereafter, the OAM generation section 127 iterates the
process of step S202 until the OAM generation control signal
for resumption is received from the congestion detection sec-
tion 126 (step S203-NO). At this time, the OAM generation
section 127 outputs the OAM flow control frame 61 at an
interval at which transmission stop is not interrupted in a
device that stops the transmission process by receiving the
OAM flow control frame 61. For example, the OAM genera-
tion section 127 generates and outputs the OAM flow control
frame 61 at an interval that is shorter than a flow control time
set in the OAM flow control frame 61.

The congestion detection section 126 continuously moni-
tors the number of accumulated packets of the reception
packet buffer 125 even after the process of step S201. If the
number of accumulated packets of the reception packet buffer
125 is less than a predetermined lower-limit threshold value
(step S203-YES), the congestion detection section 126 out-
puts an OAM generation control signal for resumption to the
OAM generation section 127. Next, the OAM generation
section 127 receiving the OAM generation control signal for
resumption generates an OAM flow control frame 61. At this
time, the OAM generation section 127 sets “0” in the flow
control time field. The OAM generation section 127 sets all
packet transmission devices 10 serving as the end points of
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the transmission side of traffic for which its own device
(packet transmission device 10) is an end point as the trans-
mission destinations of the OAM flow control frame 61. The
OAM generation section 127 outputs the OAM flow control
frame 61 to the transmission packet buffer 128. The packet
transmission section 129 transmits the OAM flow control
frame 61 (step S204).

The operation of the packet transmission system 1 will be
described in an example in which congestion has occurred in
the packet transmission device 10-7. In this case, the packet
transmission device 10-7 generates the OAM flow control
frame 61 in which a value greater than “0” is set in the flow
control time field. The packet transmission device 10-7 trans-
mits the OAM flow control frame 61 to the packet transmis-
sion device 10-1. The packet transmission devices 10-5,10-4,
and 10-3 transmit the OAM flow control frame 61 transmitted
from the packet transmission device 10-7 to the packet trans-
mission device 10-1. The packet transmission device 10-1
receiving the OAM flow control frame 61 addressed to its own
device extracts a flow control time set in the OAM flow
control frame 61, and stops a process of transmitting a trans-
mission packet until the time set to the flow control time has
elapsed. In addition, if the time set in the received OAM flow
control frame 61 has elapsed or if the OAM flow control
frame 61 in which the flow control time is set to “0” has been
newly received, the stopped transmission process for the
transmission packet is resumed.

In the packet transmission system 1, flow control informa-
tion is transmitted in end-to-end communication using the
CCM frame 51 of Ethernet (registered trademark) OAM, so
that flow control for every piece of traffic is performed in the
end-to-end communication. According to this operation, it is
possible to perform flow control for only the traffic 31 without
stopping the traffic 32 via the same physical link as that of the
traffic 31. That is, it is possible to avoid all other traffic via the
same physical link from being stopped due to congestion in
which certain traffic has occurred in a physical link accom-
modating a plurality of pieces of traffic.

In addition, as described above, there is no influence on
transmission stop for traffic other than traffic in which con-
gestion has occurred in a physical link accommodating a
plurality of pieces of traffic. Thus, the securement of QoS and
efficient transmission are possible in the physical link accom-
modating the plurality of pieces of traffic.

In addition, as described above, a device serving as the end
point of the transmission side is only the packet transmission
device 10, and the communication terminal 20, which gener-
ates user data, does not become the end point of the transmis-
sion side. Thus, it is not necessary to perform flow control for
every individual communication terminal 20, which gener-
ates user data, and it is possible to perform flow control in
units of packet transmission devices 10. Therefore, when a
virtual local area network (VLLAN) is formed, for example, by
connecting a plurality of communication terminals 20 to the
packet transmission devices 10, it is possible to perform flow
control by integrating traffic transmitted from the VLAN.

Modified Example

An example of a network in which two pieces of traffic (the
traffic 31 and the traffic 32) go through the same link has been
described in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1. However,
the number of pieces of traffic going through the same link is
not particularly limited thereto.

In addition, in the above-described embodiment, the OAM
flow control frame 61 is generated by adding flow control
information to the CCM frame 51 of Ethernet OAM. How-
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ever, the OAM flow control frame 61 may be generated by
adding flow control information to another OAM frame. For
example, the OAM flow control frame 61 may be generated
by adding flow control information to a vender-specific OAM
function (VSP) defined in ITU-T Y.1731.

In addition, in the above-described embodiment, the trans-
mission/reception control section 12 illustrated in FIG. 4 is
mounted in the packet transmission device 10 serving as MEP
of'the end point. However, the transmission/reception control
section 12 illustrated in FIG. 4 may be mounted in the packet
transmission device 10 serving as MIP. For example, the
transmission/reception control section 12 illustrated in FIG. 4
may be mounted in the packet transmission device 10-5 in
FIG. 1. According to the configuration as described above, it
is possible to perform traffic-specific flow control even during
congestion occurrence in the relay device (MIP) as well as
between end points. In this case, the OAM generation section
127 transmits the OAM flow control frame 61 addressed to all
packet transmission devices 10 serving as the end points of
the transmission side for traffic to be relayed by its own device
(packet transmission device 10) instead of traffic for which its
own device (packet transmission device 10) serves as the end
point of the reception side.

In addition, in the above-described embodiment, the OAM
generation section 127 receiving the OAM generation control
signal for resumption generates the OAM flow control frame
61 by setting “0” in the flow control time field. However, the
OAM generation section 127 receiving the OAM generation
control signal for resumption may generate any type of OAM
flow control frame 61 as long as it is possible to instruct the
packet transmission device 10, which stops a process of trans-
mitting a transmission packet, to resume the process of trans-
mitting the transmission packet. For example, the OAM gen-
eration section 127 may be configured to set a predetermined
character string or sign indicating the resumption of the trans-
mission process without setting “0” in the flow control time
field.

In addition, although a packet or frame is used as a specific
example of a PDU, the packet transmission device 10 and the
packet transmission system 1 may be configured as a trans-
mission device that transmits another PDU.

The embodiments of the present invention have been
described in detail so far with reference to the accompanying
drawings, but a concrete configuration is not limited to the
above embodiments and may include a design of a range not
departing from the gist of the present invention or the like.

Priority is claimed on Japanese Patent Application No.
2010-093991, filed Apr. 15, 2010, the contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

Flow control can be performed for every piece of end-to-
end traffic.

REFERENCE SYMBOLS

10 (10-1 to 10-8): Packet transmission device (transmission
device)

20: Communication terminal

31, 32: Traffic

11: Antenna section

12: Transmission/reception control section

13, 14: Relay control section

121: Packet reception section

122: Packet filter

123: OAM processing section
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124: Transmission control section

125: Reception packet buffer (reception buffer)

126: Congestion detection section (signal generation section)
127: OAM generation section (signal generation section)
128: Transmission packet buffer

129: Packet transmission section (transmission section)

The invention claimed is:

1. A transmission device, comprising:

a computing device, which includes processing device and
a memory, the memory having stored therein computer
code configured to cause the computing device, upon
execution of the computer code by the processing
device, to operate as:

a reception buffer which temporarily accumulates
received transmission unit data;

a signal generation section which, upon a determination
that an amount of accumulation in the reception buffer
has exceeded a predetermined upper-limit threshold
value, generates a control signal that instructs an other
transmission device to stop transmission of transmis-
sion unit data by designating, for only traffic of the
transmission unit data for which the transmission
device serves as an end point of a reception side
among a plurality of pieces of traffic accommodated
in a physical link, all transmission devices serving as
end points of a transmission side in the traffic as
transmission destinations, and does not instruct an
intermediate transmission device disposed between
the transmission device and the other transmission
device to stop transmission; and

atransmission section which transmits the control signal
to the other transmission device.

2. The transmission device according to claim 1, wherein,

the signal generation section generates a control signal that
instructs to resume the transmission of the transmission
unit data by designating the other transmission device as
the transmission destination, and

the transmission section transmits the control signal that
instructs to resume the transmission of the transmission
unit data.

3. The transmission device according to claim 2, wherein
the signal generation section generates the control signal by
setting a predetermined value in an operations, administration
and maintenance (OAM) frame.

4. The transmission device according to claim 1, wherein
the signal generation section generates the control signal by
setting a predetermined value in an operations, administration
and maintenance (OAM) frame.

5. The transmission device according to claim 1, wherein
the control signal is transmitted over a transmission packet.

6. A transmission method, comprising:

a signal generation step of generating, by a transmission
device having a reception buffer which temporarily
accumulates received transmission unit data, and upon a
determination that an amount of accumulation in the
reception buffer has exceeded a predetermined upper-
limit threshold value, a control signal that instructs an
other transmission device to stop transmission of trans-
mission unit data by designating, for only traffic of the
transmission unit data for which the transmission device
serves as an end point of a reception side among a
plurality of pieces of traffic accommodated in a physical
link, all transmission devices serving as end points of a
transmission side in the traffic as transmission destina-
tions, and does not instruct an intermediate transmission
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device that is disposed between the transmission device
and the other transmission device to stop transmission;
and

a transmission step of transmitting, by the transmission
device, the control signal to the other transmission 5
device.

7. The transmission device according to claim 6, wherein

the control signal is transmitted over a transmission packet.

8. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
storing a computer program thereon that causes, upon execu- 10
tion by a processing unit of a transmission device having a
reception buffer which temporarily accumulates received
transmission unit data, the transmission device to execute:

a signal generation step of generating, upon a determina-
tion that an amount of accumulation in the reception 15
buffer has exceeded a predetermined upper-limit thresh-
old value, a control signal that instructs an other trans-
mission device to stop transmission of transmission unit
data by designating, for only traffic of the transmission
unit data for which the transmission device serves as an 20
end point of a reception side among a plurality of pieces
of traffic accommodated in a physical link, all transmis-
sion devices serving as end points of a transmission side
in the traffic as transmission destinations, and does not
instruct an intermediate transmission device that is dis- 25
posed between the transmission device and the other
transmission device to stop transmission; and

a transmission step of transmitting, by the transmission
device, the control signal to the other transmission
device. 30

9. The transmission device according to claim 8, wherein
the control signal is transmitted over a transmission packet.
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